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NEWS RELEASE 

Encouraging public interest in history, heritage and 

culture by co-(re)creating “forgotten stories”. 

New Foundation incubates new collaborative methods in research, library virtualization and 

educational projects. 

Amsterdam/Cannes, August 25, 2016  -----  The Tinco Lycklama Foundation is retracing the remarkable 

life and work of Tinco Lycklama à Nijeholt (1837-1900). He is considered to be the first Dutch ‘orientalist’ 

– but he is all but forgotten. The new Foundation will exploit the effect of surprise and curiosity that such 

stories engender, to stimulate public interest in collective history, heritage, and culture. It will do so by 

adopting an innovative “co-creative” approach that involves the public in re-creating these stories. 

Starting with the story of Tinco Lycklama, the Foundation is already co-operating with institutions and 

researchers in France, The Netherlands, the Middle East, and elsewhere. 

Innovative approach 

The Tinco Lycklama Foundation starts from the initiative of George Homs, Hans Zijlstra and Wibo Boswijk 

– private individuals with diverse backgrounds in technology and publishing but with a shared passion for 

historical and heritage research. Their idea stems from the realization that the gap remains between the 

level of interest from general public and the educational ambitions of research professionals (in science, 

collections, media…). 

The Foundation seeks to close the gap by applying three guiding principles… 

1. Forgotten stories. The focus will be on remarkable people that have escaped our collective 

memory. Such stories spark surprise and enthusiasm with both the public and the research 

community. In addition, information about these stories is scarce, and their re-discovery can 

contribute to new knowledge. 

2. Total biography. Whereas traditional biography privileges the principal character, the Foundation 

will encourage deep exploration of all the themes pertaining to that character (family, friends, 

houses and locations, historical events…). By doing so, research not only reveals more information 

about that person, it also generates ever more touch-points to which the public can relate. 

3. Co-creative processes. Collaborative approaches will generate more knowledge and enthusiasm 

than individual researchers or isolated teams can achieve. Therefore, all the activities of the 

Foundation can be initiated, directed and joined by volunteers. The Foundation is putting into 

place methods to facilitate such open collaboration across the three main activities – research, 

virtual libraries, and educational projects. 



 

Who was Tinco Lycklama? 

The point of departure of the Foundation is the forgotten story of Tinco Lycklama à Nijeholt (1837-1900). 

He was a remarkable figure. Often considered as the first Dutch ‘orientalist’, he didn’t have a lasting 

impact on science. However, he left an intriguing trail across The Netherlands, France, the Middle East, 

and many other places. He was a young rich nobleman who had the means to pursue his personal 

passions. In the years 1865-68, at the age of 28, he travelled Persia and Mesopotamia when nobody else 

was doing anything similar. Lycklama published a series of four books totalling 2,200 pages – but he wrote 

in French and it was never translated. He acquired curiosities and antiquities, and he also did some 

digging of his own – and started a unique museum in his native Frisia. He then moved to Cannes, where 

he became a most respected member of the international ‘high society’. He donated his collection to that 

city, where it remains to this day the main attraction of the municipal museum – the Musée de la Castre. 

Tinco Lycklama left many traces everywhere – but nobody knows who he really was. Through the re-

discovery of this remarkable life, the Foundation will touch upon a broad variety of related themes – 

including aristocracy in The Netherlands, orientalism, the French ‘Belle Époque’, archaeology…  

Knowledge discovery and sharing as a co-creative process 

The Tinco Lycklama Foundation will function as an incubator for innovative methods towards such 

historical and cultural themes. A traditional approach would typically result in a fascinating book, a nice 

exhibition, or a film documentary. However, a “forgotten story” constitutes an excellent opportunity to 

enthuse and involve the wider public. 

The Foundation develops a co-creative process where professional researchers as well as the public can 

participate and shape its activities. This process builds around three main axes: 

 Collaborative research. Volunteers and professionals can freely join and contribute, and even 

initiate themes. They can pursue research individually or in groups, but all research will be tied 

together through the main topic. 

 Open virtual library. Digitized objects and documents are the basis of all research. These items 

currently reside with public institutions and private collections worldwide, but will be connected 

through virtualized libraries that are accessible to all and free for re-use. 

 Co-creative projects. Research and libraries are the drivers for local and international educational 

projects. These projects will take shape in collaboration with the public. Projects will favor a “first-

person” approach and explore themes “through the eyes” of the main character. 

Current projects 

Research around Tinco Lycklama à Nijeholt started early 2016 through an informal network of about 30 

volunteers in The Netherlands, France, Belgium and the Middle East – with the guidance of professionals 

in universities, museums, archives, and libraries. As Tinco’s ‘grand tour’ occurred exactly 150 years ago, 

his whereabouts and encounters are reconstructed on a daily basis through an online ‘travelogue’. The 



 

public can follow and join this travelogue on the Tinco Lycklama’s Facebook page and web site – where an 

early start is made with the build-out of a virtual library. 

The Foundation has many projects in the pipeline. It closely involves with the Musée de la Castre – the 

municipal museum of Cannes. In 2017, this museum will inaugurate two new rooms that are dedicated to 

the Lycklama collection and its Qajar art and objects. The Foundation will assist the museum with exhibits 

that highlight the life of Tinco Lycklama and the history of the collection. This will extend into projects in 

The Netherlands, with a particular attention to the Frisian capital Leeuwarden, which will be a European 

Capital of Culture in 2018. This will include exhibitions at Lycklama’s native Beetsterzwaag and other 

locations that relate to his life and work. Also, for the first time since 145 years, parts of the Cannes 

collection should make a temporary trip back to Frisia and reconnect with its past. 

The Foundation is examining a broad range of other options, including virtual reconstructions of Tinco’s 

travels, translations of his books, various educational programmes… 

About the Foundation and its future ambitions 

The Tinco Lycklama Foundation is a foundation (‘stichting’) by Dutch law – located in Amsterdam. It is 

recognized as a non-profit organization. Besides relying on private means, it will also work with public 

funds in support of its research and projects. 

The Foundation’s scope is international. Starting from the initial focus on the story of Tinco Lycklama, it 

will apply its philosophy and methods to other remarkable but forgotten stories. To further this ambition, 

it is cooperating with institutions and initiatives worldwide that share a similar approach. 

Getting in touch with the Foundation … 

For the public, online via …  

 Web site : https://tincolycklama.org/ 

 Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/lycklamafoundation 

 Twitter : https://twitter.com/lycklamafdn 

 E-mail : info@tincolycklama.org 
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